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Thank you

The University of Sussex is extremely grateful to Matthew and 
Becky Lownds and the Lownds family and friends for their ongoing

support of the Harry Lownds Memorial Scholarship.

The scholarship provides a lasting memorial to Harry Lownds, an 
exceptional Sussex alumnus who had a great passion for life science 
and how it could contribute towards making the world a better place.  

The outgoing 2020-21 recipent of the 
Harry Lownds Memorial Scholarship is Callum Loader. 

Zachary De Moor is the incoming 2021-22 Lownds scholar.

Their updates follow.



Callum Loader

Genetic Manipulation and Molecular Cell Biology, MSc

– the School of Life Sciences

Dear Mr Matthew Lownds and family,

I have now finished my Masters degree at the University of Sussex. Genetic 
Manipulation and Molecular Cell Biology is a difficult course, made more so with a 
lot of the content being done online due to the pandemic, but I still enjoyed many 
parts of the year.

In January I started my project which was the most significant part of the course. I 
thoroughly enjoyed working with my supervisor and another student to develop our 
project which focused on the cell cycle regulation. It was very rewarding to solve 
problems and develop my coding skills using Python, especially since my project 
partner and I were not experienced using Python and neither was our supervisor, 
which forced us to collaborate intensely to solve any issues we had. This proved to 
be the highlight of my Masters course, and I am very happy with how it went.

I am delighted to share my results with you: after getting 75% in my final dissertation,  
I achieved 70% overall in the year, meaning I earned a Distinction in my course. 

Outside of my education, I spent a lot of the year watching and playing sports. As a 
fan of Brighton and Hove Albion, I spent many weekends watching football with my 
brothers at home. I also enjoy playing golf, which is a hobby I share with my dad, so 



when the weather was good, we tried to play often at our local course in Seaford – 
including a group of 20 people playing for a weekend in July. During the summer, 
playing golf and meeting up with friends once the pubs reopened took up most of 
my time outside of the house.

Since finishing my course, I have moved to Cambridge where I now have a full-time 
job at Oncologica UK. My title is a Genetic Technologist and the company is currently 
focusing on Covid-19 PCR testing. I am therefore helping to test Covid samples in a 
lab. This is my first job in the industry and I am excited to see what it could lead to.

I would like to finish this letter by thanking you for all your support this year. It really 
helped me to focus on my course and removed an extra source of stress in an 
already difficult year. Thank you very much and I wish you all the best for the future. 

Yours,

Callum Loader



Zachary De Moor

Genetic Manipulation and Molecular Cell Biology, MSc

– the School of Life Sciencesc

Dear Mr Matthew Lownds and family,

It is with great honour and respect that I am writing this letter to you, and it truly 
gives me great happiness that I am able to do so.

First and foremost, I would like to say thank you for your generous support of my 
studies and essentially the beginning of my career. I am still somewhat in shock that 
I was chosen to receive your scholarship and feel so blessed and grateful that I now 
have this extra support.

I have been interested in the 
science of biology my whole 
life. As a boy growing up here 
in Brighton and Hove with my 
Mum and three siblings, I used 
to watch nature shows and 
eagerly write down the names 
and behaviours of the different 
animals. After some troubled 
teenage years, this passion once 
again took hold and I decided 
to undertake a Biomedical 
Sciences diploma, which led to 
me beginning my Ecology and 
Conservation Biology degree at 
the University of Leeds. 

Whilst at Leeds, I was lucky 
enough to secure a placement at 
the University of British Columbia 
in Vancouver, Canada. I worked 

as a research assistant, helping a PhD student with molecular biology-related tasks 
in the lab. It was during this year, coupled with my budding interest in molecular 
medicine and cell biology, that it became clear that a career in research is where I 
would like my academic journey to take me. Focusing my dissertation on molecular 



medicine, I was able to undertake some of my own research, which of course was a 
great experience and gave me a taste of what was to come.

In addition to science, I am also passionate about sports and boxed for about seven 
years both before and throughout university. I even represented Leeds whilst I 
was in Canada at an amateur tournament. During my last year at University, I also 
volunteered and helped teach boxing to disabled people, which was a rewarding and 
humbling experience.

During my undergraduate, my passion for nature led me to getting heavily involved 
in the hiking society. I went on a two-week expedition in Iceland during the summer 
of 2017, and numerous trips to Scotland and the Lake District. It was of course also 
a treat to be able to spend a year in British Columbia, which has some of the most 
beautiful landscapes in the world for hiking.

After I graduated from Leeds, I tried to secure a job as a research assistant but 
unfortunately my experience wasn’t sufficient. This is the main reason that I have 
chosen to come to the University of Sussex, where I am sure to gain the skills needed 
to prepare me for my future.



I have always thrived in the opportunities I have been given to work in a lab-based 
setting, and I am continuing to learn through experience by volunteering with Dr Erika 
Mancini in her lab, so that I can gain as much experience as possible while I’m here. 

I genuinely feel that my life has been leading me to this Masters and the path I am 
currently on. Receiving the Harry Lownds Memorial Scholarship is a confirmation of 
these feelings and I cannot tell you how much it means to me. The financial help will 
go a very long way, and allow me to focus much more of my energy into developing 
my knowledge and getting everything out of this year that I possibly can.

I look forward to keeping you updated throughout the year and demonstrating just 
how much your generosity means to me.

Thank you again and God bless.

Zac




