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Thank you
The University of Sussex is extremely grateful to Matthew and
Becky Lownds and the Lownds family and friends for their
ongoingsupport of the Harry Lownds Memorial Scholarship.
The Scholarship provides a lasting memorial to Harry Lownds,
an exceptional Sussex alumnus who had a great passion
for life science and how it could contribute towards
making the world a better place.
The current recipent of the Harry Lownds Memorial
Scholarship is Zachary De Moor. Below you will find
a mid-year update from Zac, expressing in his own
words exactly what the scholarship means to him.

Zachary De Moor
Genetic Manipulation and Molecular Cell Biology, MSc
– the School of Life Sciences
Dear Mr Matthew Lownds and Family,
I am now in the second Semester of my Masters year and I feel blessed to be in the
position that I am. The first Semester was challenging at times, but I genuinely learnt
so much that it was the best possible introduction into Molecular Biology that I could
have hoped for.
I didn’t know what to expect, because my undergraduate degree was in Ecology.
I’d only taken time to study Molecular Biology in my own time, in addition to my lab
experience. But I was so pleasantly surprised by the first Semester and it confirmed
that I’ve made the right decision by switching over to the micro side of life sciences.
Specifically, we had a
module that focused on
current advanced methods
in molecular research,
and I was blown away by
the technology we now
have available to help
us answer some of the
toughest questions facing
medicine. I plan to progress
into research surrounding
inflammation and chronic
illness so it was exciting
for me to learn how this
research can be carried out
and how I might go about
investigating hypotheses
that I have.
We have now just begun
our projects, and I will be
working as part of medical
school research into an
important anti-microbial

peptide in humans known
as LL-37, of the cathelicidin
family of peptides. My
supervisor is a very
experienced researcher and
Professor of Innate Immunity,
so I’m more than excited
to be mentored by her and
learn the skills that will bring
me closer to being the best
scientist I can be.
This Semester is focused on scientific discussion, presentation skills and
publication-driven lab experience. I am so happy with how I am being trained and
prepared for my future in research.
I must thank you again for your generous support of the Harry Lownds Memorial
Scholarship, which allows me to put all my time and energy into the course and take
full advantage of these opportunities for development. I look forward to updating you
with my progress in a few months. God bless.
Best,
Zac

